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COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

(ORIGINAL DESIGN, NATIONAL STAGE OF PCT. SUPPLEMENTAL. DIVISIONAL. 

CONTINUATION. OR C-l-P) 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

TYPE OF DECLARATION 

This declaration is of the following type: 

(check one applicable item below) 

Q( original. 

□ design. 

NOTE- With the exception of a supplemental oath or declaration submitted in a reissue, a supplemental oath 
or declaration s not treated as an amendment under 37 CFR 1.312 (Amendments after allowance). 
M.P.E.P. § 714.16, 7th Edition. 

□ supplemental. 

NOTE: If the declaration is for an International Application being f.led as a divisional continuation or 
continuation-in-part application, do not check next item; check appropnate one of last three Items. 

□ national stage of PCT. 

NOTE: If one of the following 3 items apply, then complete and also attach ADDED PAGES FOR DIVISIONAL. 
CONTINUATION OR C-l-P. 

NOTE- See37CF.R. § 1.63(d) (continued prosecution application) for use of a prior nonprovisional application 
ZlaraV,onin the continuation or divisional application being Wed on behalf of the same or fewer of 
the inventors named in the prior application. 

□ divisional, 

□ continuation. 

NOTE- Where an application discloses and claims subject matter not disclosed in the prior application, or a 
continuation or divisional application names an inventor not named in the pnor application, a 
cTntinuaVon-in-part application must be f,led under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(b) (applicaUon fihng reqwrements 
— nonprovisional application). 

□ continuation-in-part (C-l-P). 

INVENTORSHIP IDENTIFICATION 

WARNING: If the inventors are each not the Inventors of all the claims, an explanation Muding 
toe 0W nership of all the claims at the time the last claimed invention was made, should be submrted. 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below nejtto my name 
I believe that I am the original, first and sole inventor Of only one name s listed below) I o 
an original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of he subject matter 
that is claimed, and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

TITLE OF INVENTION 

SAFETY FASTENER FOR BALL AND SOCKET HITCH 
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SPECIFICATION IDENTIFICATI N 

the specification of which: 


(complete (a), (b), or (c)) 
(a) Sx is attached hereto. dac w 0 n «W on the application 

NO m The Mowing 

37 CFfl 7.63: jpecfltartton wh/ch fc both attached to 

or and attorney docket number which was on the spec,tfcat,on a, fled. 

^ -<3, name of inventor®, and t/t,e wn/ch was on the spec/ffcat/on as fi/ed." 
Notice of July 13. 1995 (1177 O.G. 60). 

„ ... . nn , as □ Serial No. 0 / ■ 

{b) D was filed on - _ Qf gppllcable) . 

„OT* .—I raLtheod^p^ 
notaccordeda0n g datehybe,n^ 

NO re: 3 4~l W na^s or—. 

, / i fhA ^Wes code and tne serial number, e.g., 0dn2J,4*o) t 

"(A) application number (consisting of the series cooe anu 

"(B) serial number and filing date; 

"(C) attorney docket number which was on the specification as filed; 
MP.E.P. § 601.01(a), 7th Ed. 

\ - hori and claimed In PCT International Application No. 
(c) □ was described and ciaimeo m gnd ag 

V ' . « led on nfanv) 

amended under PCT Article 19 on 
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SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION (37 C.F.R. § 1.67(b)) 

(complete the following where a supplemental declaration is being submitted) 
□ I hereby declare that the subject matter of the 

□ attached amendment 

□ amendment filed on , 

was part of my/our invention and was invented before the filing date of the original 
application, above-identified, for such invention. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF REVIEW OF PAPERS AND DOTY OF CANDOR 

. acknowledge the duty to disclose information, which Is matenal to patentab.lity as 
defined in 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56, 

(also check the following items, if desired) 
n and which is material to the examination of this application, namely, •nformatton 
where here i a substantial likelihood that a reasonable Examiner would consider 
^portant in deciding whether to allow the application to .ssue as a patent, 

in compliance with this duty, there is attached an Information disclosure 
statement, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98- 
PRIORITY CLAIM (35 U.S.C. §§ 119(a)-<d). (f) 172, and 365(a) and (b)) 
NOTE- 37 C.F.R. § 1.55 Claim for foreign priority. 

(f), 172, and 365(a) and (b). 

wmmwm 

paragraph does not apply to an application for a design patent 

, hereby c,a,m fore, g n prior* ^0^^— 
of any foreign application!*) lor patent or 5TJ £ 22» ot America listed 

before that of the application(s) of which priority Is claimed. 
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(complete (d) or (e)) 
(d) m no such applications have been filed. 


COUNTRY (OR 
INDICATE IF 
PCT) 

APPLICATION NUMBER 

DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 

PRIORITY CLAIMED 
UNDER 37 USC 119 




□ YES NO □ 




□ YES NO □ 




□ YES NO □ 




□ YES NO □ 




□ YES NO □ 


«— ™ or TOS ™» ,s,OMAL A, • pl,CAT,OM,s, 

dafe o/ the phonal application ,0 ^% n ^^%°^J^ d 119 (e)(3). if this twelve-month period 

^r.^53rrr^i«*-a-* , „. td 

, hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code. § 119(e) of any Un,.ed 
States provisional applications) listed below: 


PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 


FILING DATE 


CLAIM FOR BHHHn^UO, ^ APPLICATIONS) 

Se FOR wSoSEoSSSSoMM OB CONnNUATION-.N 
PART (C-l-P) APPLICATION. 
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a. i FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FILED MORE THAN 12 MONTHS 
(6 MO^tSs FoSl DESIGN, PRIOR TO THIS U.S. APPLICATION 


NOTE: ^P^"^^ 

the basis for tf* app/fcat/on ^^^ite^D PAGES TO COMBINED DECLARATION 

of the prior U.S. or PCT application® under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 

I hereby appoint the following practitioners) to prosecute this application and transact 
all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewrth. 

(list name and registration number) 


KEITH S. BERGMAN 18,153 
(check the following item, if applicable) 

□ I hereby appoint the practitioners) associated with the Customer Number pro- 
vided below to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the 
Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 

□ Attached, as part of this declaration and power of attorney, is the authorization 
of the above-named practitioner® to accept and follow instructions from my 
representative®. 

NOTE- "Special care should be taken In continuation or divisional applications to ensure that any change of 
clwtTdZZddress in a prior application is reflected In the continuation 
FoYexample where a copy of the oath or declaration from the prior apphcatlon is submitted for a 
Z™£ « SZL ^plication filed under 37 CFR 1.53(b) and the copy of the oath or declaration 
ZTtoe ZZ app^^ an old correspondence address, the Office may not recogmze. 

tle coZuZZ division^ application, the change of correspond 

prosecution of the prior application. Applicant is required to identify the change <^™*™^ 
addL in the continuation or divisional application to ensure that co—^ons : from the Office am 
mTed to the current correspondence address. 37 CFR 1.63(d)(4)-' § ™1.03. M.P.E.P.. 7th Ed,Uon. 


SEND CORRESPONDENCE '1 6 ^KSES" 

KEITH S. BERGMAN 

0 Address Keith S. Bergman 

7 S. Howard Street, Suite 418 „™ o OC1 

Spokane, WA 99201-3898 (509) 838-2851 

23427 

KK Customer Number 


(complete the following if applicable) 

Since this filing is a □ continuation □ divisional there Is attached hereto a Change of 
Correspondence Address so that there will be no question as to where the PTO should 

direct all correspondence. a - . - 
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DECLARATION 


I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own k " owled 9^^ h ^ h a "^ 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like .so made 
"hablebyfineorimprisonmen^^ 

States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent Issued thereon. 

SIGNATURE(S) 

NOm Carefully indicate the family (or last) name, as it should appear on the filing receipt and all other 
documents. 

NOTE- Each Inventor must be identified by Ml name, including the family name, and at least one given name 
wSout abbreviation together with any other given name or initial, and by his/her res.dence. post office 
address and country of citizenship. 37 CFR § 1.63(a)(3). 

NOTH- Inventors may execute separate declarations/oaths provided each declaration/oath sets forth all the 
inventors. Section 1.63(a)(3) requires that a declaration/oath, inter alia, idenUfy each inventor and 
prohibits the execution of separate declarations/oaths which each sets forth only the name of the 
executing inventor. 62 Fed. Reg. 53,131, 53,142, October 10, 1997, 

Full name of sole or first inventor 

RONALD . 


PROF ITT 


(GIVEN NAME) /~) ^DL£W/f ^^^^^^_ 


FAMILY (OR LAST NAME) 


Inventor's signature L^o^^r^ 

Date 10/20/2003 . Country of Citizenship — United States 

Residence ™<» Cros ^na. Kalispell, MT 59901 

Post Office Address 1093 Rose Crossing _ 

KaliSBfiiJ - MT 59901 


Full name of second joint inventor, if any 


Post Office Address 


(QtvBNNAMm (MIDDLE INITIAL OR NAME) FAMILY (OR LAST NAME) 

Inventor's signature - • — 

Date Country of Citizenship 

Residence " 


Full name of third joint inventor, if any 


R sld nee 

Post Office Addr ss 


fWENNAMQ (MIDDLE INITIAL OR NAME) FAMILY (OR LAST NAME) 

Inventor's signature 

Date Country of Citizenship — 
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(check proper box(es) for any of the following added page® 
that form a part of this declaration) 

□ Signature for fourth and subsequent joint inventors. Number of pages added 


□ Signature by administrator^), executor(trix) or legal ^repr esentative for de- 
ceased or incapacitated inventor. Number of pages added 

* * * 

□ Signature for inventor who refuses to sign or cannot be reached by person 
authorized under 37 CFR 1.47. Number of pages added . 

* * * 

□ Added page for signature by one Joint inventor on ^« 

where legal representative cannot be appointed .n t.me. (37 CFR 1.47) 

* # * 

□ Added pages to combined declaration and power of attorney for divisional, 
conation, or continuation-in-part (C-l-P) appl.cat.on 

□ Number of pages added — 


□ Authorization of practitioners) to accept and follow instructions from represents 
tive. 


(if no further pages form a part of this Declaration, 
then end VsD^arationlith this page and check the following item) 

gx This declaration ends with this page. 
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Profitt, R onald E. PATENT 
Practitioner's Docket No. _ ^KE^^NuKo 1 CTg^g33g 

XX Applicant Ronald E. Profitt □ Patentee __ 



STATEMENT OF STATUS AS SMALL ENTITY 
(37 CXR. § 1.27(a)(l))-INDEPENDENT INVENTOR 

As a below named inventor. I hereby 'SX^SE^ 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 -27(a)(1). for purposes of S fb^ TOe 35 United States Code. 

XX the specification filed herewith, with title as listed above. 

□ the application identified above. 

□ the patent identified above. 

, have no, a s„ 9 ne d . ^^ST^ ^TiS^^^ 

the invention, or to any concern that would not qualify as ; smau uus 

37 C F R § 1 27(a)(2). or a nonprofit organization under 37 C.F.R. § 1.27^). 

any rights in the invention is listed below. 

XX No such person, concern, or organization exists, 
n Each such person, concern or organization is listed below.* 

' to me invention as to their status as small entiues. 

FULL NAME R0NM i D^ROFITT . 

ADDRESS 1Q23 BaSS Crossing. 



"5-^0^ □ SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN □ NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 

(Small Entity-Independent Inventor [7-11-page 1 of 2) 


NOTE: 
NOTE: 


, acreage .he du.y >o ,n ^^ s ^^T^'o°7uTZ 

status as a small entity Is no longer appropriate. (37 CFR 1.28(b)) 

(check the following Item, If desired) 
(M n g ^Uon ara^on, ,W no, 6* nja* * accon.anc* ^ *. «- P-*— - °et 
JO J997 62 Fed. Reg. 52J3I. effect/v* Dea J. 1997. 

lUen,a,,on ,o *a o- ^^*J* *J J*St £^tSjKS K 
by a party, whel/.er a pmctfttonw or non-prac<,tfoner. omMJU . oa ni ™ » amneWnr. 

fi I Hereby declare that a., statements , fhat 
that all statements made on Information a ^ ^ ^^ZnatesMeT^ls and the like 
these statements were made with the pledge ^^^^ton 1001 of Title 18 
so made are punishable by ^ . or ^^^.^SSU Jeopardize the va.idlty 
2 S l&^Xt^ or any patent to which this verified statement 
is directed. 

RONA LD E. PROFITT 

10/20/2003 


Name of inventor / 
Signature of Inventor 


Name of Inventor 

, Date 

Signature of Inventor 


Name of inventor 

Date 


Signature of Inventor 
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